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The  Ely  District  of  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management 
administers  about  8  million  acres  of  public  lands.  These 
public  lands  provide  food,  water  and  protective  cover  to 
a  great  variety  of  wildlife.  This  list  will  acquaint  you 
with  the  amphibians  and  reptiles  that  live  in  the  district. 

Well-defined  life  zones  provide  habitats  from  creosote- 
saltbush  plains  in  the  lower  valleys,  through  pinon- 
juniper  to  ponderosa  and  bristlecone  pine  types  in  the 
surrounding  mountains.  Annual  precipitation  varies 
from  less  than  4  inches  on  the  valley  floors  to  more  than 
15  inches  in  the  mountains. 

This  annotated  list  of  39  species  was  compiled  from 
literature  and  records  of  scientists  who  have  collected  in 
the  area.  Species  names  follow  The  Audubon  Society 
Field  Guide  to  North  American  Reptiles  and  Amphib- 
ians, 1979. 

Italicized  common  names  indicate  federal  listing,  or 
candidate  listing,  for  threatened  or  endangered  status. 


Amphibians 

SPADEFOOT  TOADS  Pelobatidae 
Western  spadefoot  Scaphiopus  hammondi 
Found  mainly  in  alkaline  areas  in  large  valleys. 
Recordings  in  White  Pine  County  at  Cherry  Creek  on 
the  east  side  of  Schellbourne  Pass  and  2  1/2  miles 
east  of  Baker. 

Great  Basin  spadefoot  Scaphiopus  intermontanus 
Ranges  from  sagebrush  flats  to  pinon-juniper  zones 
and  higher  elevations  of  the  spruce-fir  belt.  In  dry 
weather  burrows  into  ground  or  uses  burrows  of 
other  animals.  Distributed  throughout  the  district. 


True  Toads  Bufonidae 

Boreal  toad  Bufo  boreas  boreas 
Frequents  varied  habitats-desert  streams,  springs, 
grasslands,  woodlands  and  mountain  meadows. 
Found  in  and  near  ponds,  lakes,  reservoirs,  rivers  and 


streams.  Buries  itself  in  loose  soil  or  hides  in 
burrows  of  other  animals.  Distribution  extensive  in 
the  western  portion  of  White  Pine  County. 
Rocky  Mountain  toad  Bufo  woodhousei  woodhousei 
Occurs  in  varied  habitats— grassland,  sagebrush  flats, 
woods,  desert  streams,  valleys  and  flood  plains. 
Appears  to  prefer  sandy  areas,  and  breeds  in  quiet 
waters  of  streams,  marshes,  lakes,  irrigation  ditches 
and  fresh  water  pools,  usually  during  or  soon  after 
rains.  Found  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  district  along 
the  Nevada- Utah  border. 
Red-spotted  toad  Bufo  punctatus 
Habitat  includes  open  grassland,  arroyos,  rocky 
canyons  and  desert  oases.  Seeks  shelter  in  rocky 
crevices.  Mostly  nocturnal  except  when  breeding. 
Found  in  locations  along  southern  boundary  of  the 
district. 

Great  Plains  toad  Bufo  cognatus 
Inhabits  prairies  or  deserts.  Primarily  a  grassland 
species  but  is  also  found  in  creosote  brush  desert, 
mesquite  woodland  and  sagebrush  plains  of  the  West 
Believed  to  be  found  in  spotty  locations  in  southeast- 
ern portion  of  the  district. 


TREEFROGS  Hylidae 

Pacific  treefrog  Hyla  regilla 

A  small  frog  that  frequents  varied  habitats  from  sea 

level  to  high  mountains.  Chiefly  a  ground  dweller 

found  among  low  plant  growth  near  water.  Extensive 

locations  throughout  the  western  two-thirds  of  the 

district. 
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Boreal  chorus  frog  Pseudacris  triseriata  maculata 
A  frog  of  grassy  pools,  lakes  and  marshes  of  prairies 
and  mountains.  Adapts  well  to  human  habitation.  The 
western  migration  of  this  frog  is  along  the  southeast- 
ern border  of  the  district. 
Canyon  treefrog  Hyla  arenicolor 
This  frog  likes  rocky  pools  and  hiding  in  niches  of 
boulders  in  and  around  arroyos  and  stream  banks. 
Mostly  ground-dwelling,  it  is  known  to  climb  trees. 
Believed  to  migrate  in  a  northwesterly  trek,  and  may 
be  found  in  the  southeastern  portion  of  the  district 
and  in  Lincoln  and  Clark  counties. 

True  Frogs  Randiae 

Red-legged  frog  Rana  aurora 
A  pond  frog  ranging  to  elevations  near  8,000  feet. 
Most  common  in  wooded  lowlands  and  foothills  and 
sometimes  in  grasslands.  Frequents  usually  perma- 
nent waters,  such  as  marshes,  ponds,  lakes  and 
reservoirs.  Introduced  at  Millet  in  the  Smokey  Valley 
and  has  since  been  found  in  several  other  locations  in 
the  district. 

Northern  leopard  frog  Rana  pipiens 
This  frog  is  widely  distributed  and  frequents  springs, 
creeks,  rivers,  ponds,  canals  and  reservoirs  where 
there  is  permanent  water  and  growths  of  cattails  or 
other  aquatic  vegetation.  Most  easily  found  at  night 
by  its  eyeshine. 
Spotted  frog  Rana  pretiosa 
Lives  in  springs,  marshes,  streams  and  ponds  to 
altitudes  of  6,000  feet.  These  frogs  are  very  shy  and 
disappear  quickly  when  disturbed.  Found  along  the 
northern  and  eastern  edges  of  the  district. 


Reptiles 

Lizards  iguanidae 

Zebra-tailed  lizard   Callisaurus  draconoides 
Found  in  sandy  and  gravelly  areas,  usually  not  far 
from  firm  soil,  desert  flats  with  scattered  small 
rocks,  and  predominately  rocky  places  located  in  the 
western  and  southern  halves  of  the  district.  WT% 


Collared  lizard  Crotaphytus  collaris 
A  rock  dwelling  lizard  that  frequents  canyons,  rocky 
gullies,  mountain  slopes  and  boulder  strewn  hillsides 
Found  throughout  the  district. 

Northern  sagebrush  lizard 

Sceloporus  graciosus  graciosus 
A  ground  dweller  usually  found  near  bushes,  logs, 
rocks  or  brush  heaps.  Occurs 
throughout  the  district. 
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Long-nosed  leopard  lizard 

Gambelia  wislizenii  wislizenii 

Found  in  arid  and  semi-arid  plains  grown  to  bunch 

grass,  alkali  bush,  sagebrush,  creosote  brush  and 

other  low  plants.  Ground  may  be  hardpan,  gravel  or 

sand;  rocks  may  or  may  not  be  present.  Habitat 

throughout  most  of  the  district. 

Yellow-backed  spiny  lizard 

Sceloporus  magister  uniformis 

Located  around  the  lower  slopes  of  mountains  in  arid 

and  semi-arid  regions.  Inhabits  joshua  trees,  creosote 

brush,  juniper  and  mesquite  woodlands.  Will  bite 

when  captured.  Found  in  the  southern  portions  of  the 

district. 

Great  Basin  fence  lizard 

Sceloporus  occidentalis  biseriatus 

One  of  the  most  common  western  lizards.  Often  seen 

in  wooded  and  rocky  places,  around  old  buildings, 

woodpiles,  fences  and  banks  with  rodent  burrows. 

Found  in  abundance  throughout  the  district. 

Northern  side-blotched  lizard 

Uta  stansburiana  stansburiana 

A  desert  species  that  prefers  a  habitat  of  loose  »_ 
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sand,  scattered  brush  such  as  creosote  brush,  burro 
brush,  galleta  grass  and  catclaw,  and  mesquite  and 
paloverde  trees.  Diurnal  and  heat  tolerant.  Found 
throughout  the  district. 

Desert  side-blotched  lizard   Uta  stansburiana  stejnegeri 
Found  in  lower  valley  sandy,  gravelly  and  rocky 
habitats.  Sightings  northeast  and  northwest  of  Baker, 
Nevada,  have  been  recorded. 
Northern  desert  horned  lizard 
Phrynosoma  platyrhinos  platyrhinos 
Most  widespread  horned  lizard  in  the  district.  Fre- 
quents sandy  desert  areas  in  shadscale,  greasewood, 
sage,  cactus  and  ocotillo.  Found  in  good  habitats 
throughout  the  district. 
Salt  Lake  horned  lizard 
Phrynosoma  douglassi  ornatum 
Moves  freely  through  semi-arid  plains  and  into  the 
high  mountains  (10,000  feet)  in  varied  habitats  from 
sagebrush,  to  shortgrass,  pinon-juniper  and  spruce-fir. 
This  lizard  is  more  cold  tolerant  than  other  horned 
lizards  and  is  found  in  the  central  and  north-central 
area  of  the  district. 

SKINKS  Scincidae 

Great  Basin  skink  Eumeces  skiltonianus  utahensis 
Found  in  grassland,  woodland  and  forest  under  logs, 
bark,  rocks  and  other  surface  objects  near  streams;  or 
sometimes  on  dry  hillsides  far  from  water.  Located  in 
suitable  habitats  throughout  the  district. 

WHIPTAILS   Teiidae 

Great  Basin  v^hiptail   Cnemidophorus  tigris  tigris 

An  active  lizard  of  arid  and  semi-arid  habitats  occur- 
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ring  along  gravelly  washes  and  in  rocky  places  in 
sagebrush,  grassland  and  brushy  foothill  areas.  Found 
in  suitable  habitats  throughout  the  district. 

Snakes 


BOAS  Boidae 

Rocky  Mountain  rubber  boa  Charina  bottae  utahensis 
Frequents  grassland,  woodland  and  forest  in  and 
beneath  rotting  logs.  A  rocky  stream  with  banks  of 
sand  or  loam  in  a  coniferous  forest  is  a  favorable 
habitat.  A  good  swimmer,  burrower  and  climber. 
Uncommon  in  the  district,  although  recorded  in  the 
northeast  portion. 

COLUBRIDS  Colubridae 

Regal  ringneck  snake  Diadophis  punctatus  regalis 
A  snake  of  moist  habitats  restricted  mainly  to  moun- 
tains and  water  courses  where  it  may  descend  to  desert 
elevations  of  2,400  feet.  Seldom  seen  in  open.  Found 
in  southeastern  portion  of  the  district. 
Western  yellow-bellied  racer 
Coluber  constrictor  mormon 

This  snake  favors  open  habitats  of  meadows,  thin 
brush  and  forest  glades.  Lives  in  semi-arid  and  moist 
environments,  avoiding  extremely  dry  areas  and  high 
mountains.  Found  in  north-central  part  of  the  district. 
Red  racer  Masticophis  flagellum  piceus 
Habitat  is  varied  from  desert,  prairie  and  brushland  to 
woodland  and  farmland.  The  ground  surface  may  be 
flat  or  hilly,  sandy  or  rocky.  Abroad  in  the  daylight  in 
hot  weather  even  in  the  deserts.  Found  along  the 
southwestern  and  southern  edge  of  the  district. 
Desert  striped  whipsnake 
Masticophis  taeniatus  taeniatus 
A  snake  of  brushlands,  grasslands,  sagebrush  flats, 
pinon-juniper  and  open  pine-oak  forests  to  9,400  feet. 
Alert  and  fast-moving,  this  diurnal  snake  is  found  in 
most  of  the  district. 
Mojave  patch-nosed  snake 
Salvadora  hexalepis  mojavensis 

This  snake  is  diurnal  in  and  around  grasslands,  chapar- 
ral, sagebrush  plains  and  desert  shrub.  Found  in  both 
sandy  and  rocky  areas  on  the  lower  slopes  of  f^l 


mountains  and  the  extreme  parts  of  deserts  in  the 
southwestern  and  southern  edge  of  the  district. 
Great  Basin  gopher  snake 

Pituophis  melanoleucus  deserticola 
Occupies  varied  habitats,  but  cultivated  fields  and 
grass  or  brush  are  especially  favored.  The  most 
common  snake  in  the  district,  it  is  found  throughout 
the  state. 


California  kingsnake  Lampropeltis  getulus  californiae 
Frequents  varied  habitats  from  desert  lowlands  to 
coniferous  forests.  A  beautiful  snake  found  in  the 
extreme  southern  edge  of  the  district, 
north  of  Pahranagat  Valley. 


Utah  mountain  kingsnake 

Lampropeltis  pyromelana  infralabialis 
A  mountain  dweller  ranging  from  pinon-juniper 
zones  to  fir  belts.  Only  rare  finds  along  the  east- 
central  edge  of  the  district  have  been  reported. 
Western  long-nosed  snake 
Rhinocheilus  lecontei  lecontei 

This  snake  inhabits  deserts,  prairies  and  brushlands  in 
valleys  and  foothills,  but  seldom  occurs  in  the 
mountains.  A  good  burrower,  it  spends  its  daylight 
hours  underground.  Found  throughout  most  of  the 
district. 

Wandering  garter  snake 
Thamnophis  elegans  vagrans 
This  snake  has  a  variety  of  habitats— grassland, 
woodland  and  brushland  from  sea  level  to  high 
mountains  (10,500  feet),  often  in  damp  environments 
near  water.  Found  throughout  most  of  the  WT% 
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Utah  black-headed  snake 

Tantilla  planiceps  utahensis 

This  snake  has  been  found  in  an  extreme  variety  of 
conditions.  It  is  somewhat  secretive  and  little  is 
known  about  its  habits  and  life  cycle.  It  is  seldom 
abroad  on  the  surface  except  on  warm  nights  when  it 
may  be  found  on  roadways.  This  snake  spends  most 
of  its  time  in  crevices  and  the  burrows  of  other 
animals.  Locations  and  finds  doubtful  and  rare  in  the 
district. 

Desert  night  snake  Hypsiglena  torquata  deserticola 
Habitat  consists  of  sagebrush  flats,  deserts,  wood- 
lands and  lower  slopes  of  mountains  (to  7,000  feet) 
in  both  rocky  and  sandy  areas.  A  nocturnal  prowler, 
it  feeds  on  lizards  and  frogs.  It  kills  prey  by  injecting 
venom  from  rear  enlarged  grooved  teeth  of  the  upper 
jaw.  Found  throughout  most  of  the  district  in  favor- 
able habitats  and  on  roads. 

VlPERS    Viperidae 

Prairie  rattlesnake  Crotalus  viridis  viridis 

Frequents  varied  habitats-grassland,  brushland, 

woodland,  forests,  rock  outcrops,  talus,  rocky  stream 

courses  and  ledges  to  1 1,000  feet.  The  only  known 

location  in  the  district  is  at  Taylor,  14  miles  south  of 

Ely. 

Great  Basin  rattlesnake  Crotalus  viridis  lutosus 
Like  the  Prairie  rattlesnake,  the  Great  Basin  fre- 
quents a  variety  of  habitats,  but  avoids  the  barren  and 
alkali  deserts.  Found  in  many  locations  throughout 
the  district. 
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in  a  manner  to  serve  fhe.  needs 

of  the  American  people  for  all  times. 

Management  is  based  on  the  principles 

of  multiple  use  and  sustained  yield 

of  our  nation's  resources 

within  a  framework 

of  environmental  responsibility 

and  scientific  technology. 

These  resources  include 

recreation;  rangelands;  timber; 

minerals;  watershed;  fish  and  wildlife; 

wilderness;  air;  and 
scenic,  scientific  and  cultural  values. 
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